
Woolfolk finished seventh 
with 91, Anthony Darby 
eighth with 92, and DeLano 
Bonner and Zack Yamba tied 
for ninth with 93s. Hackett 
supplied the number to 
chase. Architects made sure 
chasing it was no easy assign-
ment. 

Errol Blake Cashes In 

The net competition be-
longed to Errol Blake, whose 
two-under-par 69 was the 
only net round in red num-
bers. With the regular season 
running out of holes, Errol 
picked a fine time to make 
his move. 

George Thomas and Ray-
mond Woolfolk tied for sec-
ond at even-par 71, followed 
by Bruce Arthur at 73 and 
Burnell Williams at 74. Greg 

Saturday, September 12, 
and Sunday, September 13—
the club’s final test of the 
2026 season. 

And several Strikers made 
sure they would arrive with 
something to say. 

Avery Hackett Sets the 
Standard 

On a day when the field 
found plenty of trouble, 
Avery Hackett posted an 81 
to take gross honors by sev-
en strokes. Nobody else 
broke 88. That is how you 
put your name on the regu-
lar-season finale. Keith Dav-
enport, Greg Cavanaugh 
and Errol Blake shared sec-
ond with 88s, followed by 
George Thomas and Greg 
Ward at 89. Raymond 

Hackett Goes Low, Blake Cashes In, Woolfolk Takes Over—
and Neshanic Awaits to Crown the Champions of 2026  
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PLAYER RANK POINTS 

Ray Woolfolk 1 243.5 

Zack Yamba 2 241.2 

Greg Ward 3 235 

Mike Conrad 4 231.7 

Greg Cavanaugh 5 230 

Burnell Williams 6 199 

Anthony Darby 7 184 

Hugh Lecky 8 180.4 

Joe McLaughlin 9 167.5 

Sebastian Sebasti 10 149.3 

DeLano Bonner 11 145 

Perry Medina 12 143.3 

Greg Whitaker 13 141.5 

Bruce Arthur 14 133.3 

Errol Blake 15 120 

George Weekes 16 117.5 

SHIPPEN CUP  LEADERBOARD 

Avery Hackett 81 

Errol Blake 88 

Greg Cavanaugh 88 

Keith Davenport 88 

  

ARCHITECTS TOP GROSS  

(left to right) Avery Hackett, Errol Blake and Ray Woolfolk  
all finished in first place at The Architects’ 

BALL STRIKER RE-
PORT 

By Anthony Darby 

The regular-season finale 
deserved something a little 
different—and the New 
Jersey Ball Strikers deliv-
ered. On Friday, August 
28, 23 Strikers stepped 
away from the weekday 
routine and headed to 
Architects in Phillipsburg, 
Warren County, for the 
club’s inaugural non-
weekend event. Beautiful 
temperatures welcomed 
the field, the competition 
carried real consequences, 
and the finish line of the 
2026 season was suddenly 
close enough to see. 

But first, everybody had 
to do a little walking. 
Rain had saturated Archi-
tects, leaving the course 
wet and the carts confined 
to the paths. Every trip to 
the ball required a club 
selection, a little optimism 
and, occasionally, a return 
trip for the club you 
should have brought in 
the first place. Lift, clean 
and place in the fairways 
offered some relief, while 
water and poor bunker 
conditions left some traps 
out of play. The shoes got 
a workout. So did the 
nerves. This was the last 
regular-season opportunity 
to put points on the board 
before Neshanic Valley on 



while Yamba, Davenport, Weekes, Williams and Arthur 
collected 20 each. Thomas added 17.5, and Ward, 
McLaughlin, Lecky and Hackett earned 15 apiece. 

At the top, those points rearranged the furniture. Enter-
ing Architects, current president Mike Conrad led with 
approximately 221.67 points, barely ahead of Yamba at 
221.25, Ward and Cavanaugh tied at 220, and Woolfolk at 
216. Five contenders. Fewer than six points between them. 
One afternoon left before the final test. 

Woolfolk seized it. His match victory and share of second 
in net scoring vaulted him from fifth to first with 243.5 
points. Yamba remains second with 241.25, only 2.25 
points back. His rally over the final two holes against Smith 
now looks even bigger. 

Ward sits third with 235, Conrad fourth with 231.67, and 
Cavanaugh fifth with 230. Just 13.5 points separate the top 
five heading to Neshanic. There is a leader, but there is no 
room for a victory lap. Behind them, Burnell Williams 
holds sixth with 199 points, followed by Anthony Darby 
with 184, Hugh Lecky with 180.42, Joe McLaughlin with 
167.5, and Sebastian Sepulveda with 149.33 to complete 
the top ten. The regular-season ledger is written. The final 
chapter is still waiting. 

Stone Tavern: A Proper Regular-Season Send-Off 

After the last putts fell, the Strikers headed to Stone Tavern 
in Phillipsburg to give the afternoon the finish it deserved. 
The conversation had plenty of material: Hackett’s separa-
tion from the gross field, Blake’s net victory, Woolfolk’s 
climb to first, and enough match-play reversals to keep sev-
eral tables busy. The shots were replayed, the missed chanc-
es revisited, and the fellowship carried on long after the 
scorecards had done their work. 

That is what makes these outings more than a collection of 
scores. A season’s worth of competition builds the stand-
ings. The time together builds the club. Architects gave the 
Strikers a fitting regular-season send-off: a beautiful Friday, 
a demanding walk, hard-fought matches and a points race 
still very much alive. 

Neshanic Awaits: Three Nines. Two Days. One Final Test. 

On Saturday, September 12, and Sunday, September 13, 
the Ball Strikers head to Neshanic Valley in Somerset 
County for the Club Championship and the final test of 
the 2026 season. The destination is set. The assignment 
remains a mystery. Neshanic’s 27-hole championship facili-
ty offers three nines: Lake, Ridge and Meadow. Which two 
will greet the Strikers on each championship day? That 
answer will remain under wraps until the group arrives.  

Throughout the year, Strikers have made their way to 
Neshanic to build familiarity—learning sightlines, revisiting 
difficult holes and collecting a little local knowledge for the 
moment when it matters most. But familiarity comes with a 
question mark. Will the combination draw on the holes 
you know best, or send you toward the nine you wish you 
had played one more time? 

Cavanaugh took sixth with 75, Keith Davenport and Greg Ward 
shared seventh with 76s, and George Weekes and Zack Yamba 
completed the top ten at 78. For Blake, the net victory was only 
part of the story. There was still an opponent to beat—and a 
climb up the season standings to complete. 

Match Play: Nobody Was Giving Anything Away 

The individual matches brought their own pressure to every 
group. Some were settled early. Others required every last hole 
Architects had to offer. In the group featuring Keith Davenport, 
Greg Cavanaugh, Sebastian Sepulveda and Bruce Arthur, Dav-
enport defeated Cavanaugh 3 & 2. Both posted gross 88s, but 
Keith claimed the head-to-head points. Arthur left considerably 
less suspense, defeating Sepulveda 7 & 6, the day’s largest win-
ning margin. 

Among Avery Hackett, DeLano Bonner, Anthony Darby and 
Maurice Brown, Hackett added a 5 & 4 victory over Bonner to 
his gross-scoring honors. Darby and Brown supplied a comeback 
story. Brown held a five-hole advantage at the turn, but Darby 
chipped away until the match was level through 16. Two halved 
holes later, they finished all square, collecting five points apiece. 
Five down at the turn and still fighting—that is why you keep 
playing. 

In the trio of George Thomas, Raymond Woolfolk and Hugh 
Lecky, Woolfolk defeated Thomas 4 & 3, pairing his strong net 
finish with a match-play victory that would reshape the Shippen 
Cup race. Lecky was officially credited with a win by default, 
earning 10 match-play points. 

The group of Derrick Bethune, George Weekes, Greg Ward and 
Mike Conrad delivered a convincing win and a final-hole an-
swer. Weekes defeated Bethune 5 & 4. Ward reached the 18th 
one up against Conrad, but Conrad won the last to finish all 
square. Five points each—and neither man could afford to dis-
miss their value. 

Among Burnell Williams, Greg Whitaker, Zack Yamba and 
Charles Smith, the closing holes did the talking. Williams and 
Whitaker were level through 16 before Williams won the final 
two for a 2-up victory. Yamba stood one down to Smith through 
16, then won 17 and 18 to escape with a 1-up win. With the 
Shippen Cup leaders packed together, that was a finish with 
consequences. 

In the group featuring Joe McLaughlin, Kirk Hart, Rod LeBrew 
and Errol Blake, McLaughlin saved his best argument for the 
end. Two down through 15, Joe won the final three holes to 
defeat Hart 1 up. Blake completed his big afternoon with a 5 & 
3 victory over LeBrew. 

For a regular-season farewell, Architects certainly wasn’t short on 
late drama. 

Woolfolk Takes the Lead—and the Race Goes to Neshanic 

The field collected 320 Shippen Cup points, with Blake’s 40-
point haul leading the way: 30 for his net victory and 10 for his 
match win. That performance lifted him six places, from 21st to 
15th, with 120 season points. Woolfolk earned 27.5 points, 

Continued from page 1 



points behind. Ward, Conrad and Cavanaugh remain close 
enough to make every point uncomfortable. Across the 
field, gross and net championship honors offer their own 
opportunity to turn a season of effort into a finish worth 
remembering. Two days remain. Three nines hold the possi-
bilities. And somewhere among Lake, Ridge and Meadow, 
the final chapter of the Ball Strikers’ 2026 season is waiting 
to be played. 

Architects set the stage. Neshanic is keeping its cards 
close. 

Strikers—bring your game, bring your resolve, and be ready 
for whatever nine comes next. 

Lake and Ridge? Ridge and Meadow? Meadow and Lake? 

The practice rounds may have supplied clues. The champion-
ship assignment stays sealed until arrival. That uncertainty adds 
one more demand to a weekend already carrying plenty: arrive 
prepared, adjust quickly and commit to the course in front of 
you. Whatever combination appears on the card, everyone will 
have to answer it when the scores count most. 

Woolfolk brings the Shippen Cup lead. Yamba arrives just 2.25 

Continued from previous page  
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 Skins & Skills 

 

 
THE ARCHITECTS’ SKINS & SKILLS, August 28, 2026 

 
 

 
   

 

   

Closest to the Pin, Hole #6    Zack Yamba  5’ 6” ($33) 
 

Closest to the Pin, Hole #12   Ray Woolfolk  16’ 6” ($33) 
 

Long Drive, Hole #3   Errol Blake  285.4 yards ($33) 

 

50/50 Zack Yamba     $20 
 
 

 



 Skins 



 Event Statistics 

260828Architects 

The Architects’ Golf Cub  

Round 1 -- August 28, 2026 
 

Hole # Yardage Par Stroke Avg Hole Rank Eagles Birdies Pars Bogeys D. Bogeys Others 
 

0 0 7 8 2 6 

0 0 6 6 10 1 

0 1 4 12 4 2 

0 1 3 10 7 2 

0 0 4 10 5 4 

0 2 8 10 3 0 

0 0 3 6 11 3 

0 0 7 5 7 4 

0 0 0 10 8 5 

0 0 5 10 6 2 

0 1 2 12 6 2 

0 0 5 8 8 2 

0 1 6 8 7 1 

0 1 3 5 6 8 

0 1 1 11 7 3 

0 1 2 9 8 3 

0 0 3 13 5 2 

0 0 3 10 9 1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holes Yardage Par Stoke Avg Eagles Birdies Pars Bogeys D. Bogeys Others 

Out 2451-2822 35 47.04 0 4 42 77 57 27 

In 2782-3084 36 48.17 0 5 30 86 62 24 

Total 5233-5906 71 95.22 0 9 72 163 119 51 

 

1 404-472 5 6.39 7 

2 122-158 3 4.26 13 

3 414-493 5 6.13 16 

4 350-371 4 5.30 10 

5 283-324 4 5.43 4 

6 99-100 3 3.61 18 

7 331-383 4 5.65 3 

8 110-145 3 4.35 9 

9 337-377 4 5.91 1 

10 291-347 4 5.22 15 

11 437-486 5 6.26 12 

12 135-138 3 4.30 11 

13 407-456 5 6.04 17 

14 354-393 4 5.83 2 

15 352-390 4 5.43 5 

16 350-397 4 5.43 6 

17 139-142 3 4.26 14 

18 311-341 4 5.39 8 

 








